
 

 

 

 

June 24, 2020 

 

Dear District 62 Staff, Parents and Community,  

 
As we officially wrap up the 2019-2020 school year, to say that 2020 has been an incredible 
year would most certainly be an understatement. All of you continue to be on my mind as we 
plan and prepare for the upcoming school year. 
 
Yesterday, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) released guidance for schools on the 
2020-21 school year. The guidance comes in the form of a 60-page document that we began to 
review and understand as of yesterday.  
 
What does this mean for us? 
In the coming weeks, the district will convene the D62 Return to School Taskforce during which 
time we will closely review the guidelines that were shared with us from the ISBE so we can be 
successful in preparing both our students and staff for their return to school.  
 
What about Iroquois Community School? 
What we do know at this time is that Iroquois Community School will continue to follow the 
10-month calendar due to the fact that we do not have the time to prepare the staff and the 
school for students’ return next month. We understand that this may be a disappointment to 
some of our families, but our priorities remain centered around safety, our well being (physical 
and social emotional) as well as equity. We would never want to make a decision in haste. At 
the end of the day, these decisions affect children, and we cannot compromise on that.  
 
How are we preparing for next school year? 
We have begun conversations with our union leadership team so that we can prepare for a safe 
and successful transition this fall. Our custodial teams are working hard as we speak to get our 
schools ready for our students' eventual return. Plexi-glass is being installed in all our office 
spaces, personal protective equipment (PPE) have been ordered for all staff and hand sanitizer 
stations will be installed throughout our schools and buildings.  
 
March 13 is a day that I will forever remember as everything changed and in a very short 
amount of time. My hope is that we all gain some perspective from this experience so that we 
can learn, grow and be better not only for ourselves but for the children we work so hard to 
support, educate and empower.  

 



 

 

 

 

We seek your patience and understanding as one thing we have learned during this time is that 
guidelines continue to change, however we will continue to provide updates so that our staff, 
families and community can be prepared for the fall.  

Sincerely, 

 

Paul E. Hertel 
Superintendent of Schools 


