
Board Briefs 

Monday, June 18, 2007          

Modification to the School Code Hearing 

School Code Modification Public Hearing Held 

The Board of Education held a public hearing prior to the approval and submission of an application 
to modify the school code.  The request being considered is in response to School Code 5/24-2 under 
the Holidays-Legal School Holidays heading.  District 62 would like to declare Presidents’ Day as a 
school holiday instead of Lincoln’s birthday.  Casimir Pulaski Day would be declared a day of student 
attendance.  The commemoration of President Lincoln and Casimir Pulaski would take place in all 
grade levels. Both of these requests will provide benefits to the school calendar by allowing greater 
continuity in school day attendance.  

The Board will take action on this application at the July 16 regular business meeting. 

Regular Business Meeting 

Sharon Lynch Sworn In 

Brenda Murphy, Board of Education President, swore 
Sharon Lynch into office.  Lynch’s term will expire in April 
2011. 

Presentations/Recognitions

Mindy Ward, Community Relations Director, announced 
the following: 

! Des Plaines City Council members honored five District 62 students for their musical and 
artistic talents with Fine and Performing Arts scholarships from the Des Plaines Arts Council. 
The students are: 

Megan Bricks  Orchard Place Elementary School 
Simon Giavaras  Algonquin Middle School 
Evania Hong   Central Elementary School 
Jacquiline Ortiz  Forest Elementary School   
Kaitlyn Piskorowski  Iroquois Community School 

Community Consolidated School District 62 - 777 E. Algonquin Road - Des Plaines, IL 60016 - 847-824-1136 - www.d62.org



Board Briefs , Monday, June 18, 2007

! Rochelle Carman, Chippewa, and Virginia Haase, Plainfield, have been awarded A+ for Energy 
grants from BP.  Each teacher will receive $5,000 and will be honored at a reception on 
Thursday, June 21. Dr. Diep Nguyen, Assistant 
Superintendent for Instructional Services, and 
Ward will attend the celebration.

! Donna Zenger, District 62 Nurse, was honored at 
the May 23 meeting of the Low Incidence 
Cooperative Agreement (LICA) Board of Control for 
her contributions to students who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. 

! Ward presented Board President Murphy with an 
Honorable Mention Top Campaign-Education 
plaque from the United Way.  District 62 was 
honored for giving more than $10,000 during the 2006 campaign. 

Foundation Celebrates Record-Breaking Year 

Maxine Hubbard, Foundation Co-President, announced 
that the Foundation received a $14,000 donation from the 
estate of Robert Cowell, retired District 62 administrator. 
Foundation trustees will discuss plans for this donation at 
their next business meeting, which is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 26 at Grazie! Ristorante.  

The D62 Comedy Review, Cents for Kids, and Chicago 
Wolves Nights fundraisers, along with donations from the 
Des Plaines Education Association, Des Plaines Bank, 
Awakenings Holistic Healing, the Des Plaines Rotary, and 
gifts honoring retired educators, Fiona Calder and Margaret 
Walters, funded 21 grants totaling $12,000 that were awarded to district teachers and administrators.  

A keynote presentation was shown highlighting the Prize Patrol, a.k.a., Maxine Hubbard, Debbie Post, 
Karen Pedersen, Betty Murphy and Mindy Ward, informing mini-grants applicants of their awards.  
The following mini-grants were awarded for the 2007-2008 school 
year          

$250 Mini-Grants

The Study of Life Cycles Forest Gabriella Laurino
The Soil Adventure Mobile North Karen Higginson
Eric Carle Storytelling Terrace Erin Smith

Community Consolidated School District 62 - 777 E. Algonquin Road - Des Plaines, IL 60016 - 847-824-1136 - www.d62.org



Board Briefs , Monday, June 18, 2007

$500 Mini-Grants 

5th Annual Mystery Academy Awards Algonquin Anne Petelle
A Wonderfully "Wicked" Musical Experience Chippewa Stacey Magnusson
Math Lifelines Algonquin Vanessa Swakow
Digital Cameras for School Newspaper Chippewa Kathy Shanahan
Read Naturally Forest Ana Severance
Second Chance Reading Forest Betty Walsten
Raz-Kids.com & Readinga-z.com Iroquois Agata Malec
Non-fiction Immersion Project Orchard Place Lindsay Santiago
On the Move with Speed Stacks Orchard Place Marc Schellhorn

$750 Mini-Grants

Beyond the Bully Day Chippewa Asia Gurney
ELS Music Inclusion Chippewa Jeanne Lightfoot
Renewable Energy Sources Chippewa Jonathan Kamen
Sensory Station Cumberland Adrianne Kayner
Read Naturally Phonics Forest Kathy Giambeluca
Hands on History North Kathie Clifford
K-2 Literacy Intervention Orchard Place Margaret Klemundt
Rollerblade for Life Plainfield Shawn Mannion
First Grade Goes to The Theater South Bea Bradley

Student Learning and Support Services 

Year-End Monitoring of Long Term Community Relations Plan

The Board of Education recognizes the importance of an informed public and to this end a formal 
program of providing information shall be a high priority.  The Board believes that cooperation 
between the community and the schools is enhanced when effective communications exist.  The 
Board further adopts the position that the Board of Education has an obligation to keep the 
community informed about its schools through a Board-Community Relations program.  

Monday evening, Mindy Ward, Director of Community Relations, reviewed the Community Relations 
programs and activities that were introduced during the 2006-2007 school year. Plans for the 
2007-2008 school year were also previewed.   The following programs were initiated this year: 

¥ A Marketing Advisory Committee

¥ A redesigned website, along with new formats for the District 62 community, staff, and 
Leadership Council newsletters

¥ The Parent Leader Council was renamed the Parent Communications Council

¥ Staff lunch bags 
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¥ The District 62 Holiday Card Design Contest

¥ No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Blue Ribbon Ceremonies

¥ City of Des Plaines Super Star Awards

¥ National School Public Relations Association (NSPRA) Communications Contest

¥ Illinois Chapter, National School Public Relations Association (INSPRA) Communications 
Contest

¥ Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Those Who Excel Awards

¥ INSPRA Distinguished Service Awards

¥ The District 62 Lighthouse Awards

¥ The District 62 Distinguished Volunteer and Community Relations Ambassador of the Year 
Awards

¥ “We Can” Food Drive

¥ Guidelines for approving flyers from community organizations were developed and posted to 
the district website. Organizations must have 501C3 Non-Profit Status for consideration. The 
following materials are not allowed:

¥Corporate promotion
¥For-profit advertising
¥Promotion for dances, parties, etc.
¥Posting by organizations that have policies or promote activities that are inconsistent with 

the mission and/or policies of District 62
¥Political materials, endorsements, walkouts, demonstration notices, etc.

Seventy-two flyer applications were approved this year, which resulted in the distribution of 
more than 360,000 flyers to District 62 students and staff.

Policies Presented for First Reading 

James Poskozim, Policy Liaison, deferred to Dr. Jane Westerhold, who previewed five policies that 
were presented for the Board’s consideration.  Listed below are the policies that will be acted upon at 
the next regular business meeting. 

Policy Title Synopsis of Change

2:170 Procurement of 
Architectural, 
Engineering, and Land 
Surveying Services

New Policy

4:120 Food Services 
Management

New language – Illinois 
State Board of Education 
(ISBE), state, and federal-
related to School Wellness 
Policy

5:285 Voluntary Early 
Retirement (Support Staff)

Clarification of language
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6:160 English Language 
Learners

New requirements/
renamed from Limited 
English Proficient Students  

7:190 Student Discipline Added inhalant language, 
updated footnotes

Consent Agenda

The Board approved the following items: 
! A contract with Imagetec to provide one additional copier at Algonquin and Chippewa Middle 

Schools, effective for the 2007-2008 school year.
! A Resolution for Prevailing Wages, which conveys that the prevailing hourly wage rate will be 

paid to each worker for contractual bid related work.  
! A Resolution to Approve Hazardous Transportation Conditions, which approves the safety 

findings for walking paths to school.  In order for the district to be reimbursed for students 
who are transported, but reside less than one and one-half mile from school, the Board must 
review and approve the serious safety hazard findings. 

! The 2007-2008 Student/Parent Handbook template. 
! A bid from American Office Services, Westlake, OH, for electrostatic painting of lockers at 

Forest Elementary School.  The work will be completed this summer. 
! A bid from North Suburban Asphalt Maintenance, Niles, IL, for blacktop sealing at Chippewa 

Middle and Orchard Place Elementary Schools, and traffic painting district-wide.  The work 
will be completed this summer. 

! A bid from Allstar Asphalt, Wheeling, IL, for asphalt replacement at Cumberland Elementary 
School and the Administration Center.  The work will be completed this summer. 

! An extension of the transportation contract with Septran, Inc., Naperville, IL, for the 
2007-2008 school year, with an increase in cost of 2.5%. 

! An extension of the food service contract with Arbor Management, Addison, IL, for the 
2007-2008 school year, with an overall increase in cost of 3.26%.  Student lunch fees will 
remain the same as the 2006-2007 school year. 

! Acceptance of two grants totaling $10,000 from BP.  $5,000 “A+ for Energy” grants were 
awarded to Rochelle Carman, Chippewa, and Virginia Haase, Plainfield.

! To remain in the SELF pool for worker’s compensation insurance. 
! Engaging Virchow, Krause and Company, as the district’s auditor for the 2006-2007, 

2007-2008, and 2008-2009 school years.  
! An intergovernmental agreement between the Des Plaines Park District and School District 62. 

Communications 

Board of Education 

! James Poskozim attended a finance and legal seminar hosted by the Illinois Association of 
School Boards (IASB). 
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! Brenda Murphy shared thoughts from Paul Piszkiewicz, retired Board member, regarding 
legislative activities.  Piszkiewicz expects budget activities in Springfield to remain quiet until 
the end of the month. 

! President Murphy commended the administration and staff on an excellent school year.  The 
District 62 community has accomplished many accolades and achievements.  Murphy is 
delighted with the progress that has been made. 

! Murphy was nominated the chair of the LICA Board of Control.  

! Murphy participated in the Leadership Council professional development workshop,  
“Restructuring Schools for Diversity.”

! Murphy reminded the Board of the annual work-study session that is scheduled for 6:00 p.m., 
Monday, June 25, in the Forest Boardroom. 

SuperintendentÕs Report 

Beginning Tuesday, June 19, teachers and principals will begin a week-long training in the Danielson 
“Framework for Teaching” model.  Consultants from the Consortium of Educational Change (CEC) 
are conducting this comprehensive training that is used for mentoring and professional development. 
 
Dr. Westerhold has completed work on State Senator Dan Kotowksi’s scholarship selection 
committee. Quite a few of the applicants were former District 62 students.  

Dr. Westerhold asked the Board to keep Carol Gibbs, North principal, and her daughter in their 
thoughts and prayers.  Her daughter is experiencing serious health issues. 

Dialogue on Selected Topics 

President Murphy presented a draft of the 2007-2008 Annual Agenda, which establishes the work 
calendar for the Board of Education.  The Board will act on this next month. 

Following Closed Session, the Board adopted the June 18, 2007, Personnel Report. 

Board of Education 

Brenda Murphy   President
Stephanie Duckmann Vice President
Steven Adams
Ray Imig
Sharon Lynch
James Poskozim
Robert Suriano
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District Administrators

Dr. Jane L. Westerhold Superintendent
Dr. Diep Nguyen  Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services
Susan Shepard  Assistant Superintendent for Business Services
Paul Hertel    Director of Human Resources
Matt J. Fuller  Director of Information and Instructional Technology
Mindy Ward   Director of Community Relations

! ! !       

    Board of Education Meeting Preview

Monday, July 16, 2007

Forest Elementary Board Room

1375 Fifth Avenue

7:00 p.m.

Adoption of Request for a Modification to the School Code Regarding Legal Holidays

Second Reading and Adoption of Policy Recommendations

Adoption of the 2007-2008 Annual Agenda 

Review of the 2006-2007 Budget and Preview of the 2007-2008 Budget

Adoption of the 2007-2008 Tentative Budget

Publication of the Legal Notice Announcing the September Budget Hearing 

Semi-Annual Review of Closed Session Minutes 

Working Together for Our Children 
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