
District 62 Swears in New Board Members 

Monday evening, incumbents Brenda Murphy and newcomer James G. Poskozim, were 
sworn into office during the Annual Reorganization Meeting of School District 62 Board 
of Education. Their terms will expire in April 2011. 

Out of the 4,337 votes cast during the April 17, 2007 Consolidated Election, Murphy 
received 2,300, Poskozim received 1,907, and Sharon M. Lynch, who was a write-in 
candidate, received 130. Lynch will be sworn in during the June 18, 2007 regular 
business meeting.

Brenda Murphy has served on the Board of Education since 1999. She has completed 
her second one-year term as President. Prior to that, she served as Vice-President. 
Murphy works as a substitute teacher. Her community involvement includes the 
Friends of the Library, the Des Plaines Arts Council, the Des Plaines Historical Society, 
the Kiwanis, and the Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association. Murphy chairs the 
LICA Board of Control and is a representative on State Representative Elaine Neckritz’s 
Education Advisory Committee. She has volunteered on the Des Plaines School Board 
Caucus, as a Girl Scout Leader and Junior Great Books Discussion Leader. She is a 
member of the American Library Association, the Illinois Library Association, the 
Illinois Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, and is a Master Board member of 
the Illinois Association of School Boards. Murphy holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish 
Education and a master’s degree in Library and Information Science from the 
University of Illinois. She and her husband, Michael, are the parents of a daughter, 
Rachel, and a son, Max. Rachel is a Maine West High School student, and Max will 
complete his studies in District 62 in June. 

James G. Poskozim brings 30 years of experience as a professional manager and lawyer 
to the Board of Education. He supervised Attorneys, Claims and Risk Management 
Departments at ComEd, where he was responsible for a budget of more than $50 
million. In 1972, Poskozim began his career with ComEd as an Electrical Engineer in the 
Marketing Technical Services Department. In 1981, he was promoted to the position of 



Attorney, and later Senior Attorney. As Assistant General Council, Poskozim was a 
member of the Merger Integration Team of Exelon Company, Unicom Corp, and 
ComEd. He has also worked as Senior Director of Business Affairs for QuinStreet LLC, 
an Illinois subsidiary of a California based Internet Marketing Company. Poskozim’s 
community involvement includes serving as the Chairman of the First Northern Credit 
Union, and a member of the Illinois State Bar and Chicago Bar Associations. Poskozim is 
an honors graduate with a Juris Doctorate from IIT/Chicago-Kent College of Law, and 
holds a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from the University of Illinois. 
Poskozim and his wife, Judy, are the parents of two sons, Clinton and Richard, who 
attended District 62 schools. 

Sharon M. Lynch has lived in Des Plaines for 16 years. She has served on the Board since 
2004 and was the Community Relations Liaison and the Illinois Association of School 
Board North Cook Representative. She is active in many community initiatives. Lynch 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Des Plaines Community Senior Center and the 
Des Plaines Chamber of Commerce. She also finds time to serve as a small group leader 
of Providence Seminars and is a member of the Des Plaines Rotary. Currently, Lynch is 
employed by Century 21 Elm and brings a broad range of management and marketing 
experience to the board. She has over twenty years career experience in real estate, 
hospitality and travel. Lynch holds a bachelors degree from Marquette University in 
History and Philosophy. 

In related news, during the Reorganization Meeting, Brenda Murphy and Stephanie 
Duckmann were reelected President and Vice President, respectively. Margaret 
Goodchild was reelected Secretary to the Board. 


